PREFATORY  NOTE                    ix

under my control after my mother's death. From this
mass of material Mr. Hunt has selected only those letters
which give an intimate view of the social life of Wash-
ington nearly a hundred years ago. Most of the letters
are addressed to Mrs. Smith's sisters, Jane, herself a
woman of literary accomplishments, the wife of Chief
Justice Andrew Kirkpatrick of New Jersey, and Anna,
who married Mr. Samuel Boyd of New York; and her
husband's sisters, Susan Bayard Smith and Mary Ann
Smith; and her son, when he was a student at Princeton.
Sidney, the country place from which she often wrote,
was a farm of 200 acres, a portion of which the Catholic
University now occupies; but the original house is still
standing.

J. HENLEY SMITH.timate
